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Purpose of the Webinar

Increase awareness of the dangers of leaving 
children alone in a vehicle
Provide information and resources regarding 
heatstroke
Enlist support from the community

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Look Again

"Look Again" is DECAL's 
campaign to remind parents 
and caregivers of children 
about the dangers of leaving 
children unattended in 
vehicles and about ways to 
avoid preventable tragedies. 

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Child Vehicular Heatstroke Deaths: A Real Issue

YEAR NUMBER LOCATIONS

2014 1 Clarkston: 2-year-old girl died after becoming trapped inside car for one hour

2013 0

2012 0

2011 3

Jonesboro: 2-year-old girl left in daycare van for two hours

Kennesaw: 5-month-old girl left in family car for five hours

Warner Robins: 3-year-old boy left in family car for one hour

2010 3

Canton: 3-year-old girl left in family mini-van for undetermined time

Evans: 6-year-old girl left in family car for undetermined time

Monroe County: 18-month-old boy left in family van for 7-8 hours

2009 0

2008 2
Jackson County: 2-month-old boy left in minivan for two hours

Hephzibah: 6-week-old boy left in mom’s car for most of the day

2007 2
Stone Mountain: 7-month-old boy left in car for “several hours”

Macon: 5 ½-month-old girl left in mother’s car for entire day

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Source: Jan Null; http://www.ggweather.com/heat/
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95 102 108 124 142

90 97 103 119 137

85 92 98 114 132

80 87 93 109 127

75 82 88 104 122

70 77 83 99 117

5 10 30 60

Time Interval (minutes)

Source: Grundstein et al. (2010) Quantifying the heat-related hazard for children in motor 
vehicles. Bulletin of the American Meteorological Society.
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A child’s thermoregulatory system is less 
efficient than an adult’s.

Heat stroke may occur when the core body 
temperature exceeds 104oF.

Can lead to death without prompt medical care.

Deaths have been documented in ≤ 1 hour.

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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National Perspective
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• Leading cause of non 
traffic vehicular 
deaths to children.

• Since 1998, 614 
children across the 
United States have 
died 

• One child every 10 
days  

12
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Jan Null
Certified Consulting Meteorologist

San Francisco State University 
Golden Gate Weather: www.ggweather.com/heat

Report Incidents: jnull@sfsu.edu

13
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Why Our Work Matters

52% - child “forgotten" by caregiver 

29% - child playing in unattended vehicle 

18% - child intentionally left in vehicle by adult

14
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Goals

100% Preventable

Empower bystanders to “ACT”

Change the “it can’t happen to me” attitude

Encourage creating reminders when 
entering and exiting the car

15
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Working Together

16

• Naturally creates accountability 

• Increases the reach into the community 

• Elevates outreach efforts  

• Engages multiple audiences 

• Keeps the campaign fresh with others’ 

input and creativity

• Reduces work load to any one person 

• Saves lives

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Partners
Safe Kids Worldwide

Never Leave Your Child Alone in a Car (NLYCA)
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

Where’s Baby, Look Before You Lock
Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers

Never Leave Your Child Alone in a Car
Golden Gate Weather 

Beat the Heat, Check the Backseat
National Weather Service

Beat the Heat, Check the Backseat
Kids and Cars

Look Before You Lock
Ray Ray’s Pledge

Look Before You Lock
4 R Kids Sake

Kaitlyn’s Law

17
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How Can Safe Kids Worldwide Help You
Customizable Press Releases

Summer, Fall, Media Event
Talking Points
Rapid Response Toolkit

One-pager, Press Release, Talking Points
Badge of Courage Toolkit

One-pager, Press Release, Certificate
Radio Scripts
Social Media Guide
Family Advocate Stories
Video
Tip Sheet 
FAQs
Fact Sheet
Posters
Print Ads
Banners
Postcard
Model Task Force Guide

18
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Georgia Safe Kids Coalitions

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Kristie Lewis

Assistant Commissioner for Child Care Services
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Recent History of Transportation Rules

Summer 2011 – Emergency rules enacted due to a 
child death
January 2012 – Emergency rules permanently 
adopted
Spring 2013 – Requested revisions to transportation 
rules
February 2014 – Revised rules adopted
March 16, 2014 – Revised rules became effective

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Top 6 Rule Citations in Transportation 
Fiscal Year 2013

387
348 347

249

175
140

Number of Rule Citations

Initials to verify arrival and departure Checking the vehicle w/o alarm

Arrival and departure times Load/unload

Annual safety check of vehicle Turning in checklist

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Importance of Compliance

Transportation is one of 12 core rule categories for 
child care learning centers.
The level at which a facility meets the intent of the 
core rules determines their annual compliance 
level.
Providing transportation in a child care setting is a 
huge responsibility, and many risks must be 
considered.

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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New Regulation for Required Training

Director and staff participating in transportation services 

must complete two (2) clock hours of training on 

transportation procedures and forms on or before June 

30, 2015 and at least every two years thereafter.

Effective July 1, 2015, the Director and staff participating 

in transportation services must  complete two (2) clock 

hours of transportation training before assuming any 

duties related to the transportation of children and at 

least every two years thereafter.

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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Four Components Must be Covered in  
Transportation Training

Vehicle safety
Driver Requirements
Procedures for checking vehicle to ensure no 
child is left
Transportation forms

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
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The online, two-hour transportation training by 
ProSolutions is free for everyone. 
The training is state approved and meets 
transportation training requirements.
The training provides a full overview of the 
transportation rules and regulations. 
The training is available in English and Spanish.

English Version
www.prosolutionstraining.com/TSafety

Spanish Version
www.prosolutionstraining.com/TSafetyES

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
http://www.prosolutionstraining.com/TSafety
http://www.prosolutionstraining.com/TSafetyES


Bright from the Start: Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning
www.decal.ga.gov 27

Contact Us

Bright from the Start: Georgia Department of
Early Care and Learning

2 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, SE
Suite 670, East Tower

Atlanta, GA 30334
404-657-5562

www.decal.ga.gov

Follow us on:

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/brightfromthestart

Twitter: https://twitter.com/GADeptEarlyCare

http://www.decal.ga.gov/
http://www.decal.ga.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/brightfromthestart
https://twitter.com/GADeptEarlyCare

